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Background: Tenmile Creek is a tributary of the Sevier River on the east slope of the
Tushar Mountains. The stream is generally isolated from the river by dewatering in the
lower stream for irrigation. Much of the length of the creek lies within the Fishlake
National Forest (FNF), while the lower reach runs through BLM and SITLA lands (Fig.
1). Prior to 2000, Tenmile Creek contained a wild population of rainbow trout. The
stream was identified as a suitable location for the replication of the remnant Bonneville
cutthroat trout (BCT) population in Deep Creek (VI AA 510 G 01) and plans for the
renovation proceeded with the construction of a fish migration barrier in 2000 and
rotenone treatments to remove rainbow trout in 2000 and 2001. In 2002, regional
personnel feared that flash floods after the Sanford Fire would decimate the Deep Creek
population. Most of the remaining BCT in Deep Creek were salvaged and moved to
Tenmile Creek in June 2002. Since 2002, BCT have established well in Tenmile Creek.
Annual observations have noted very successful natural recruitment. BCT from both the
lower and upper reaches have been transferred to Deep Creek to re-establish that
population. Additional transfers to newly renovated streams are planned for coming
years. The only formal sampling of Tenmile Creek since BCT were introduced was
conducted by FNF personnel in 2004.

Methods: Stations 2 (in meadow area 1.6 km downstream of Bumblebee Spring; Fig. 5)
and 3 (0.75 km downstream of Bumblebee Spring; Fig. 7) were established in 2004 (Fig.
1). After the 2004 sampling, it was determined that an additional station was needed to
monitor BCT the lower reaches of Tenmile Creek. Station 1 was established in 2008 and
was located 1.1 km upstream (west) of the FNF boundary (Fig. 1, 5). Electrofishing
surveys were conducted by UDWR and FNF personnel at these three stations on July 31,
2008. At each station, a two-pass depletion was conducted using a battery-powered
backpack electrofisher (Smith-Root model 12-B). All trout collected were measured
(mm), and weighed (g), and returned to the stream. Ten wetted stream widths were
measured at each station. Mean length (mm), weight (g), and condition (KTL) were
calculated for each station. Population estimates were calculated by the program
MicroFish.

Results: BCT were the only fish collected in all three stations (Fig. 6). Table 1 displays
population estimates, mean size measures, and other results from the 2008 electrofishing
survey. At least three cohorts of BCT were observed at each station (Fig. 2-4). Station 2
had the highest mean size (total length and weight), condition (KTL), and biomass (kg per
hectare), as well as the lowest density (fish per hectare). BCT density was highest at



Station 1, while biomass was similar at stations 1 and 3. Natural recruitment was fair to
good at all stations.

Results of the 2008 electrofishing survey at stations 2 and 3 were compared to
those from the previous survey in 2004 (Table 2). Though young-of-the-year BCT
dominated the population in 2004, their lengths and weights were not figured into mean
results. Subsequently, mean size was lower in 2008 at station 3 and did not differ much
at Station 2. At Station 2, BCT density decreased while biomass increased, indicating
that the population now includes more large adult fish. Both density and biomass
decreased at Station 3. The decrease in abundance may be attributed to the increase in
numbers of large fish, habitat limitations, and dispersal of young fish to other habitats.
Though decreased, biomass still remains at a good level at Station 3.

Discussion / Recommendations: BCT continue to expand in Tenmile Creek. Natural
recruitment should be sufficient to supply fish for planned transfers to Deep Creek,
Bullion Canyon, and Deer Creek. An effort should be made to investigate the stream
reach above Bumblebee Spring, including evaluating the success of a previous transfer of
fish above a partial barrier and evaluating the suitability of expanding the population
farther upstream.

Observations from 2000-2008 indicate that low flow and lack of quality pools are
the primary limiting factors for trout. Much of the length of Ten Mile Creek is downcut
3-15 feet, entrenching the stream and cutting off access to a floodplain (Fig. 5, 7). This
increases erosive energy and limits fish habitat development. The valley bottom and
stream banks often are composed of a rock type that breaks down into small, loose
gravel. Further compounding this situation is a lack of willows and herbaceous plants
such as sedges and rushes that would help hold these non-cohesive banks together.
Dense shading from the conifer over story and/or past livestock grazing may be causal
factors for the lack of riparian vegetation. ATV access has occurred along the majority of
the fish occupied stream; no control work was evident during the 2008 surveys although
discussions with FNF district personnel indicate some signage has since taken place.


