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Pine Creek #2 is located along Pine Creek within the Pine Creek/Sulphurbeds Allotment
(Fishlake NF) at the western edge of the Tushar Mountains and south of Sulphurdale. The
riparian area is narrow and is dominated by Kentucky bluegrass, cottonwood 1’-3’, and a variety
of shrubs (Fig. 1), but the remains of an old cottonwood gallery extend onto a slope to the NE,
65’-70’ from the creek (Fig. 2) A steep bank ~2’ high affords some protection from ungulates for
creekside cottonwood (Fig. 3). The cottonwood on the floodplain and slope, however, are bushy
(e.g., average 4-5 leaders within 6” of the tallest leader in October on cottonwood 2’-4’ tall; see
leaders chart, p. 4 below), indicating repeated browsing.

(1: May 7, 2008) As of May 7, 67% of the tallest leaders and 77% of the subleaders of the
cottonwood <6’ were browsed. Cattle were scheduled to be present in the Pine Creek Pasture
June 16 through August 16.

(2: October 9, 2008) As of Oct. 9, 84% of the tallest leaders and 88% of the subleaders of the
cottonwood <6’ were browsed. Some cottonwood are dead from browsing, or otherwise wholly
browsed (see., e.g., Fig. 4). Although cattle were scheduled to be moved from Pine Creek Pasture
August 16, on October 9 six cattle were present on the trail downstream of Pine Creek #2 (photo
available on request).

Accessible cottonwood elsewhere along the creek are similarly browsed (e.g., see Fig. 5).


