
Pine Creek/Sulphurbeds Allotment
LITTLE NORTH CREEK #4 (LNC4)

Riparian Browse Assessment
(1) May 8, 2008
(2) October 8, 2008

Little North Creek runs roughly southeast to northwest on the western boundary of the
Pine Creek/Sulphurbeds Allotment. The canyon bottom has a gentle slope of about 3% in
the narrow riparian area of Little North Creek Transect #4 The site is a mix of juniper,
bigtooth maple, Gambel’s oak and narrowleaf cottonwood, with much bare ground (Fig.
1). A limber pine is present (Fig. 2).

(1: 5/8/08) As of May 8, 42% of the tallest leaders and 50% of the subleaders of
cottonwood <6’ were browsed. Cattle were scheduled to be present in the pasture after
leaving Sulphurbeds Pasture (at least by August 15) and were to leave when allowable
use standards were reached or by Sept. 30, whichever comes first.

(2: 10/8/08) By October 8, 58% of the tallest leaders and 75% of the subleaders of
cottonwood <6’ were browsed.

The height classes of 3.1’-6’ are largely absent, though there are several cottonwood >6’
tall, with diameters of <1”. Cottonwood of 3’-4’ have an average of 10 leaders, indicating
repeated consumption of the leaders (p. 5), which prevents reaching 6’ or taller, above
browsing height, and into the overstsory (Figs. 3-5).

Whether there is sufficient forage for cattle in the area of Little North Creek #4 would
seem a valid question (see “further notes”, p.2, and Little North Creek #3 report).


