
Pine Creek/Sulphurbeds Allotment
LITTLE NORTH CREEK #5 (LNC5)

Riparian Browse Assessment
(1) May 8, 2008
(2) October 8, 2008

Little North Creek runs roughly southeast to northwest on the western boundary of the
Pine Creek/Sulphurbeds Allotment. The canyon bottom has a gentle slope of about 3% in
the narrow riparian area of Little North Creek #5.The site is a mix of juniper, bigtooth
maple, Gambel’s oak and narrowleaf cottonwood, with much bare ground (Figs. 1-2) .
The bank opposite the transect is essentially bare (Fig. 3) LNC5 is approximately 40’
downstream from a utilization cage placed for the Tushar Collaboration in 2008, and
approximately 200’ west of the road (FR 118).

(1: 5/8/08) As of May 8, 78% of the tallest leaders of the 22 cottonwood <6’ were
browsed, and 100% were browsed or dead; 82% of the subleaders were browsed and 88%
dead (Fig. 4). The ground was already largely bare (Fig. 2). Cattle were scheduled to be
present in the pasture after leaving Sulphurbeds Pasture (at least by August 15, i.e., more
than 2 months later than this survey) and were to leave when allowable use standards
were reached or by Sept. 30, whichever comes first.

(2: 10/8/08) By October 8, 92% of the tallest leaders and 90% of the subleaders of
cottonwood <6’ were browsed (again, 100% of the tallest leaders browsed or dead) (Figs.
5-6).

The height classes of 4.1’-6’ are essentially absent (except for one individual
encountered; p. 4), and the few cottonwood >6’ tall average diameters of 16” (p. 5). This
means that this is a gallery with a few old cottonwood and essentially no recruits into the
overstory.

Cottonwood of 3’-4’ have average 4-5 leaders, indicating repeated consumption of the
leaders (p. 6), which prevents the trees from reaching 6’ or taller, above browsing height,
and into the overstsory.

Whether there is sufficient forage for cattle in the area of Little North Creek #3-#5 would
seem a valid question (see “Further notes”, pp. 2-3, and Little North Creek #3 and #4
reports).

While cattle were to have been removed from this pasture by Sept. 30, a dozen cows were
photographed along the road crossing Little North Creek on Oct. 8.


